
These actions will delegate authority to the Fire Chief to execute an Easement to construct, maintain, 
and operate electrical distribution lines and ancillary uses to Southern California Edison (SCE) at 
Henninger Flats in the Mount Wilson area, and delegate authority to the Fire Chief or his designee to 
execute any additional documents necessary to complete the project.

SUBJECT

August 31, 2010

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

GRANT OF EASEMENT 
CONSOLIDATED FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT OF LOS ANGLES COUNTY TO SOUTHERN 

CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY AT HENNINGER FLATS, 
UNINCORPORATED COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

(FIFTH DISTRICT) (4 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 
CONSOLIDATED FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY:

1. Find that the Easement for the existing three SCE electrical poles, distribution lines and ancillary 
facilities and ingress and egress purposes on land of the Los Angeles County Consolidated Fire 
Protection District (Fire District) is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15302(c).

2. Approve granting an easement encompassing an area of 1.78 acres from the Fire District to SCE 
for consideration of $102,000.  

3. Delegate authority to the Fire Chief or his designee to execute the Easement and any other 
related documentation to complete the transaction.    
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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Approval of the recommended actions will delegate authority to the Fire Chief to execute an 
Easement, in a form substantially the same as attached herein, on behalf of the Fire District and 
allow SCE to have permanent rights to upgrade, maintain and repair, its existing electrical 
distribution systems and facilities.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provision of Community and Municipal Services (Goal 3) 
and the granting of the easement by the Fire District will enhance the infrastructure of the region, 
thereby improving the quality of life for the residents of the County.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

SCE has agreed to pay $102,000 which is considered to be a reflection of fair market value based on 
an analysis of market data by a County staff appraiser and SCE’s independent appraisal.    

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

On January 4, 2008, Fire District delegated authority to Chief Executive Office (CEO) to issue SCE a 
90-day permit to enter upon the Fire District’s property at Henninger Flats.  The permit allowed SCE 
to replace electrical distribution facilities with upgraded conductors and support structures located 
within the same strip of land as the proposed easement area.   This proposed easement area is 
approximately 30 feet wide, encompassing a total area of 1.78 acres and is a portion of the electrical 
distribution corridor between SCE’s Pasadena Substation and Mount Wilson Substation. 

The recommended action will allow SCE to continue to provide electricity and wireless internet 
service to the general area without interfering with the primary mission of the Fire District.

County Counsel has reviewed and approved as to form the easement document being presented for 
your Board’s approval.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The recommended action is categorically exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15302(c) 
(Replacement or reconstruction of existing utility systems involving negligible or no expansion of 
capacity).

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The recommended action will not impact or adversely affect any current services or future projects. 

CONCLUSION
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It is requested that the Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors, return one adopted, stamped copy of 
this letter to each of the following offices: the Fire District’s Fire Prevention Bureau Forestry Division 
at 5823 Rickenbacker Road, City of Commerce, CA 90040, and the Chief Executive Office (CEO) 
Real Estate Division, 222 South Hill Street, 3rd Floor, Los Angeles, CA  90012. 

Respectfully submitted,

P. MICHAEL FREEMAN

FIRE CHIEF, FORESTER & FIRE WARDEN

PMF:da

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Auditor-Controller
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